[Primary hyperparathyroidism in children].
Primary hyperparathyroidism in children is an extremely rare condition. Slightly more than a hundred cases have been published in children or adolescents aged under 16. Forms with a neonatal presentation, the most rare, should be viewed apart since they rapidly become life-threatening. They involve hyperplasia of the chief cells of the parathyroid glands. Treatment is always surgical and should be rapid, consisting of total parathyroidectomy with autotransplantation. Primary hyperparathyroidism in older children more closely resembles that seen in adults. Sporadic forms are most often due to an adenoma and familial forms, which may occur alone or within the context of a polyendocrine syndrome, are most often due to hyperplasia. Treatment consists of parathyroidectomy, the extent of which depends upon the familial context, visual investigative findings and results of frozen section histology at the time of exploratory cervicotomy. Regardless of the age of the child, family investigation is always required to detect primary hyperparathyroidism occurring in the context of a hereditary disorder.